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Date: 9 October 2014 
Vision Australia puts spotlight on cane use 
	Many people associate dog guides with blindness, but few realise it is the white cane that is the most widely used mobility aid among people who are blind or have low vision.
Vision Australia will be hosting a special event on International White Cane Day on October 15 at Federation Square from 8am. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of International White Cane Day. 

Legally-blind Australian Paralympic alpine skier and track and field athlete, Jessica Gallagher, will join other Melbourne cane users and Vision Australia staff to bring cane awareness to the general public. 

Also joining the event is Ranjesh Prakash, a Fijian paralympic runner and major spokesperson for the blindness and low vision community in Fiji. Ranjesh is also a cane user and is currently using Vision Australia services. 
An 8m x 4m area will be cordoned off on the Swanston St forecourt so people can have a go at using a cane while being blindfolded, or using goggle simulators.
Obstacles that cane users encounter every day, such as shopping trollies, chairs, and different surface textures will also be set-up in the area as a mini-obstacle course so the public can get a real experience of what it would be like to be a blind cane user. 

Vision Australia cane users, such as Fiona Johnson, will also be down at Federation Square. 
The 37-year-old mum-of-two relies on a cane for her daily life. She works as an employment consultant, and travels an hour-and-a-half by train and bus to get to work. Without her cane to get around, this would be impossible. She has gradually lost 80% of her vision since she was diagnosed with cone and rod dystrophy at 17-years of age. 
She says her cane gives her the independence and self-reliance to continue to live like any other working mother would. She describes her cane as vital because it acts as her eyes.
This event will be followed by a walk of 100 canes users through Melbourne’s CBD at 10.30am. 

Vision Australia sells around 5000 white canes per year.

Vision Australia Orientation and Mobility specialists teach people who are blind or have low vision to move around their environment safely and with confidence.
There are currently 330,000 people who are blind or have low vision in Australia, 90,000 of whom are in Victoria. 
Key details

Time: 8am to 9.30am

Where: Federation Square, Swanston St forecourt, Melbourne 
For media enquiries, please contact Rebecca McLean 0428496105 or email rebecca.mclean@visionaustralia.org 
	

	
	


All media enquiries and interviews, phone Rebecca McLean on 0428496105
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