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CHILDREN’S BOOK CATEGORIES  
Before School
CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOKS (CPIC) 
Picture books for children under the age of 6.  This category generally consists of print/Braille materials.

E.g. Dr. Seuss, Hairy Maclary, Mr McGee, Maisy 

Primary School
CHILDREN'S FICTION (CHTF)
ALL fictional works appropriate for children aged 6-12 years.  
CHILDREN'S NON‑FICTION (CHTN)
ALL non-fictional works appropriate for children aged 6-12 years.  
CHILDREN’S ADVENTURE FICTION (CADV)
Stories of real or imagined events, which feature children undertaking adventures.
E.g. Deltora series, The Swiss family Robinson
CHILDREN’S ANIMAL FICTION (CANI)
Stories which feature animals as main or supporting characters.

E.g. Charlotte’s web, Wind in the Willows, Jungle Book
CHILDREN’S AUSTRALIAN FICTION (CAUS)



Fictional works by authors who are Australian by birth or citizenship.  

E.g. Specky Magee, Aussie Bites, Tashi, Paul Jennings
CHILDREN’S CHAPTER BOOKS (CCHA)
Easy readers aimed at promoting literacy to children aged 6-8 years. Different from Early Readers (see below) in that they contain short, sustained narratives usually divided into brief chapters. 

E.g. Aussie Bites, Solo Readers 
CHILDREN’S CLASSIC FICTION (CCLA)
Stories with enduring popular appeal, aimed at children.
E.g. Peter Pan, The Secret Garden

CHILDREN'S DETECTIVE AND MYSTERY (CDMS)
Stories about crimes or mysterious occurrences where main characters become involved in detecting who is responsible and what has happened.

E.g. The Famous Five, A series of unfortunate events
CHILDREN’S EARLY READER (CREA)
Easy readers aimed at promoting literacy to children aged 6-8 years, which usually contain a ratio of 50/50 text and illustrations. Different from Chapter Books (see below) as the content concentrates on word recognition and other literacy tools.

E.g. Fitzroy readers, Sunshine books

CHILDREN’S FAIRY TALES & FABLES (CFAI)
This category includes folk tales, fables and their adaptations.  There is usually an element of fantasy or magic involved, and they are primarily aimed at children but many have universal appeal. 

E.g. Hans Christian Andersen, The Arabian nights 
CHILDREN’S FANTASY FICTION (CFAN)
Titles contain elements of magic, occur in Earth-like settings and usually contain a quest.

E.g. Harry Potter, Chronicles of Narnia, Percy Jackson
CHILDREN’S HORSE STORIES (FHOR)
Stories about horses and horse riding.

E.g. Black Beauty, Brumby series
CHILDREN’S NURSERY RHYMES (FNUR)
Traditional nursery rhymes.

E.g. Mother Goose, Three little pigs, Old mother Hubbard
CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS STORIES (CREL)
Religious stories written specifically for children.

E.g. Pilgrim’s Progress, The Lion Children’s Bible
CHILDREN’S SUPERNATURAL FICTION (CSUP)


Stories about ghosts, demons, vampires and monsters.

E.g. Harry Potter, Goosebumps, Saga of Darren Shan
CHILDREN'S WIT AND HUMOR FICTION (CWIT)
Humorous tales for children aged 6-12 years.  

E.g. Roald Dahl, Judy Blume, Andy Griffiths
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